MOHAMMEDAN THEORIES OF FINANCE

According to al-Bagdadi,1 the origin of this distinction
between orthodoxy and heresy is based, among other things
on the following statement of the Prophet:

" Verily, it shall happen to my community (ummah) what
happened to the sons of Israel. The sons of Israel split
up into 72 sects, and my community shall split up into 73
sects, namely, one more than their sects; all of these sects
shall go into the Fire excepting one single sect." They said:
" Oh Prophet of God, which is the one sect that will stay
away from the Fire ?" He replied: "The sect in which I and
my Companions have belonged/*

The test of orthodoxy then is to hold the same views as the
Companions. Using this test, al-Bagdadi says 2 that in his
days only the faqlhs and theologians who belonged in the
so-called orthodox body (ahl at-sunnah wa 'l-jamtfah')
could be considered as living in accordance with the Com-
panions, and that the remaining such as the Rafidites,
Qadarites, and Kharijites, were heretical.

The content of orthodoxy, as explained by the same
author in a long chapter,3 consists in agreement on 15 heads
or " pillars/' as he terms them. Each of these " pillars "
must be understood by every adult person of mature under-
standing. These "pillars" include fundamental (usul)
and secondary (fur&f) questions. On the fundamental
questions, he says, all the orthodox Moslems have been at
one, though they have differed on the secondary; but, he
adds, their differences have not been in the nature of
error (dalal) or impiety (fisq).

These fifteen pillars embrace a wide range of subjects:
among others, questions of metaphysics, such as matter,
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3 P. 304.

5 Pp. 309 et seq.